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bances in Syria had involved British subjects in losses which     1842 the Porte was bound to make good.    An Englishman had been dismissed the Turkish navy without cause, and compen-    /m' sation was demanded.    The Commercial Treaty of 1838 required revision.    There was a monetary claim on the part of her Majesty's Government itself.    Some of these demands were not disposed of till 1846.
Besides purely English claims, a large class of " protected " subjects appealed to the British ambassador. These were natives of Malta and the Ionian Islands, who could claim the privileges of British citizens, though not subject to English laws ; and these formed by far the most troublesome branch of Canning's clients. They were clever enough to absorb a large amount of the British trade in the Levant, and unprincipled enough to constitute the most conspicuous class of criminals. Constantinople itself was flooded with miscreants, who fought in the streets, or stabbed in the dark, and then fled to the Embassy for protection. Canning sent them back to their native lands in 1844, but they returned in the following year, and he found he had no legal means of banishing them. The position of guardian to such wards was so embarrassing that he appealed to the home Government to relieve him of the responsibility by effecting some change in the consular jurisdiction. There was no English prison, and no English police : consequently it was difficult to arrest " protected " criminals, and necessary, if an arrest were effected, to consign them to the horrors of the Turkish bagnio, or to release them on very doubtful recognizances. Some important changes were made by Act of Parliament and Orders in Council in 1843-44, whereby the consular jurisdiction was securely established as part of the statute law and consuls were empowered to call in assessors from among the British residents to assist them in their labours. The consuls were at the same time made fully responsible for verdicts in their courts, and a considerable burden was thus removed from the British Embassy. Much however was left undone, and the consular system remained in an unsatisfactory state for many years.
Moreover, whatever might have been the legal bounds of